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Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
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7Vu'  office  chair  w<fil  by 
l.iiiiiiln  in  lita  law  llhntt  u 


Lincoln's  office  chair  (revolving  armchair),  pur-  • 
chased  by  JVilliam  II.  Lambert,  Dec.  17, 189^,  from 
Andrew  Zane,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  rvho  wrote  on 
that  date:  "The  Lincoln  chair  purchased  hy  you 
this  daji  has  hern  in  vit/  possession  about  ten  years. 
Prior  to  that  time  it  teas  owned  hy  my  father,  he 
having  obtained  it   from   his  brother,  the  Hon. 
Charles  S.  Zane  of  Springfield.  Ill,  about  the  time 
of  Mr.  Lincoln's  assassination.    My  uncle  was  at 
that  time  a  law  partner  of  Mr.  William  Herndon, 
formerly  a  partner  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  the  new 
firm  occupied  the  same  law  office  formerly  occupied 
by  Lincoln  and  Herndon.    The  chair  was  taken 
by  my  father  direct  from  the  ofpce  and  thipped  to 
Philadelphia,  where  it  has  since  been  sacredly  kept 
by  my  father  and  myself.    This  chair  had  long 
been  the  property  of  Mr.  Lincoln  and  had  been 
used   by    him    as    his   law    office-chair  through 
most  of  his  professional  life.    It  mat  not  a»  other 
chairs  in  his  office,  hut  was  his  special  chair  in 
front  of  his  desk,  in  which  he  always  sat,  and  from 
which  he  practised  law  until  he  ma*  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.    The  photograph  in  the 
back  was  placed  there  hy  my  father,  he  having  had 
it  so  placed,  saying  he  always  wanted  to  see  old 
Abe  in  his  chair." 


XINCOLN'S  OFFICE  CHAIR 

By  Emma  A.  Osborne 

"  Grave  Lincoln  came,  strong  handed,  from  afar, 
The  mighty  Homer  of  the  Ivf |of  j^^^^' '^^^^^  ^^^bar 


If  it  were  the  custom  among 
Americans  to  set  upon  high  ped- 
estals objects  which  have  been  closely 
associated  with  the  greatest  men  of 
the  country,  and  then  fall  down  and 
worship  them,  much  after  the  fash- 
ion of  some  other  nations,  that  honor 
would  unquestionably  be  accorded  a 
homely,  old,  wooden  arm-chair,  which 
is  now  one  of  the  treasured  objects 
among  the  collection  of  the  Lincoln 
National  Museum,  of  Washington. 
It  is  housed  under  the  roof  and 
within  the  walls  on  Tenth  Street, 
N.  W.,  where  the  martyred  pres- 
ident breathed  his  last,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  April  15th,  1865. 

As  years  go  by  the  mem- 
ory of  Lincoln  grows  rather 
than  decreases,  and  on  each 
^anniversary  of  his  birthday, 
February  12th,  the  museum 
is  crowded  with  visitors,_who 
come  to  view  the  objects 
contained  therein, which  tell 
in  their  mute  ways  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  great 
and  noble  Lincoln. 

No  object  in  the  entire  museum 
attracts  more  attention  than  the  old 
office  chair.  To  all  appearances  its 
origin  was  as  humble  as  its  owner, 
who,  in  1832,  in  making  his  first 
political  speech,  introduced  himself 
with  the  words,  "  I  am  humble  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  ;"  and  later,  upon  being 
asked  for  a  sketch  of  his  early  history, 
Imade  one  of  his  characteristic  replies 
jbv  quoting  a  single  line  from  Gray's 
lElegy:  "The  short  and  simple  an- 
Inals  of  the  poor 


But  if  the  old  chair,  which  has 
served  its  purpose  and  taken  its  place 
in  history,  could  talk,  what  stores  of 
information  on  the  inner  life  of  Lin- 
coln  might  be  disclosed.     It  was 
while  sitting  in  this  chair,  at  Spring- 
field, Illinois,  that  Lincoln  sketched 
much  of  his  first  inaugural  address, 
and  formed  his  cabinet,  as  nearly  as 
he  could, before  leaving  for  Washing- 
ton.  What  his  thoughts  were  during 
those  moments  may  well  be  imagined. 

Some  of  the  saddest  times  of  his 
life  were  spent  while  in  Springfield, 
and  at  such  times  he  would  go  to  his 
oface,  sad-faced  and  dejected,  drop 
into  the  old  arm-chair,  and  sit  with 
his  face  buried  in  his  hands 
as  if  in  deep  thought. 
When  in  these  moods  no 
one  questioned  or  interrupt- 
ed him,  for  all  knew  of  the 
melancholy  vein   that  ran 
through   his   life,  side  by 
side  with  his  love  of  fun 
and  mirth.    It  might  have 
been  that,  looking  into  the 
future,  coming  responsibili- 
his  administration  appalled 
.......     And   yet,    who   knows  but 

what  seated  in  that  rude  office  chair, 
premonitions  of  future  tragedies 
came  to  him. 

Other  and  pleasanter  scenes,  in 
which  the  homely  old  chair  figured 
were  when  Lincoln,  leaning  far  back, 
with  his  long  legs  crossed,  would  spin 
yarn  after  yarn  to  friends  who  had 
dropped  in  to  enjoy  that  boundless 
fund  of  anecdote,  for  which  he  was 
famed.    


ties  of 
him. 


814  Ko.  awrence 
Tacorria,"6,  Y^ashington 
November  2  2nd,  ^49 


The  Lincoln  National  Life  Ins.  ^o 
Fort  V.ayne  ,  Indiana 
Lincoln" Memorial  Division 


Gentlemen: 


I  have  a  chair  which  mj  father  (  a  civil  war  veteran) 
claimed  was  in  Lincoln^s  law  reception  room  .     The  story  goes 
that  it  was  bobght  at  auction  when  Lincoln  sold  out  to  asrume 
his  duties  in  li^ashington.     The  cha^r  is  of  the  1850  period, 
has  curved  back  and  legs  and  hand- wrought  casters.     It  was 
no  doubt  originally  upholstered  in  leather. 

The  Washington  State  Historical  Society  is  furnishing 
a  Lincoln  Alcove  in  their  museum  here  and  would  like  to  have  the 
chair  in  their  exhibit.      I  wonder  if  you  have  anythihg ,  such 
as  pictures  or  data  as  to  furnishings  of  his  office  tliat  would 
be  of  assistance  in  determining  the  chair* s  authenticity. 

I  should  gratefully  ap^.reciate  any  assistance. 

Sincerely, 

A.B.  Emmons 


I}«c«alM»r  2,  1^9 


ttr.  A.B.  Bmcms 
Qlk  North  Lawrence 
Tftcoesa  6,  Washington 

Dear  Mr.  Eaaaons: 

I  regret  I  will  not  be  able  to  help  you  very 
Buch  In  the  Identification  of  the  chair  vhich  you  ha¥e 
but  I  hardly  thlnS:  Abrahmii  Lincoln  would  sell  any  C:t 
the  fuK.it >ii'c  in  his  office  when  iie  went  to  Washiniston 
a«  he  was  in  partnership  with  Williaia  Hemdon  and  ap- 
parently Idt  the  office  stay  Just  at  it  was.  However, 
It  sight  have  been  a  chiiir  f roia  him  h<Bae,  but  I  could 
not  adYise  yon  with  reference  to  that,  although  they 
did  sell  the  furniture  in  the  hoise  at  the  tirae  they 
departed  for  Washington. 

Very  truly  yours. 


IAW:EB  Director 
P.S,-        Please  keep  photostat  with  »iy  complinjents . 


Toung  Lincolns  Sit  In  Chair 
Once  Used  By  "Cousin  ^be" 

By  A.  S.  KANT 

Journal  Herald  SUM  Writer 

Little  John  Burton  Lincoln  III  was  as  cliipper  as  a  two-year-old. 
That,  in  fact,  is  his  age.  » 

Gail  Ellen  Lincoln,  seven,  and  somewhat  mors  at  ease  with  tne 

world,  shared  in  his  glow  of  triumph^  

And  the  two  had  every  reason 


to  be  proud  yesterday  afternoon 
as  they  sat  in  the  seat  of  the 
famous  at  the  Dayton  Public 
library  museum. 

For  the  seat  was  a  rocking  chair 
that  Abraham  Lincoln  used  in  his 
law  office  in  Springfield,  111.,  and 
which  the  late  A.  D.  Wilt  pre- 
sented to  the  museum  in  1921. 

The  two  occupants  were  not 
Lincolns  in  name  alone,  for  their 


(Picture  on  Page  1) 


parents  can  trace  their  ancestry 
back  to  the  Great  Emancipator's 
family  tree. 

Little  John  Burton  is  an  eighth 
cousin  of  Lincoln  and  Gail  is  a 
seventh  cousin.  And  what's  more, 
Gail's  birthday  is  tomorrow,  the 
same  day  as  that  of  Lincoln. 

It  seems,  as  closely  as  the 
descendency  can  be  traced,  that 
many  years  ago  three  Lincolns, 
who  were  third  cousins  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  came  to  the  United 
States  from  Lincolnshire,  England. 

One  of  these  was  Henry  Lincoln, 


who  settled  in  Gorham  county, 
N,  Y.  One  of  his  sons  was  Ira 
Lincoln.  He  married  Clementine 
Warfield,  who  was  English  and 
whose  eister  was  the  Duchess  of 
Windsor's  grandmother. 

This  couple  had  one  son,  J;ohn 
Burton  Lincoln,  the  first  of  four 
generations  of  John  Burtpn 
Lincolns,  three  of  which  are  now 
living.  The  relationship  of  Gail 
Ellen  traces  down  from  the  first 
John  Burton  Lincoln. 

Little  John  is  the  son  of  John 
Burton  Lincoln  Jr.,  and  Mrs. 
Lincoln,  of  447%  North  Williams 
street,  while  Gail  is  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Lincoln, 
of  1180  Gunther  road. 

"Just  think,"  exclaimed  the 
mothers  yesterday,  "sitting  in 
Lincoln's  chair!  They'll  sure  have 
something  to  show  their  grand- 
parents when  they  spring  this  pic- 
ture on  them." 


Lincoln  Cousins  Try  Chair 

THE  CHAIR  OF  Abraham  Lincoln,  once  used  by  him  in  his  Spring- 
field, III.,  late  office,  was  well  filled  by  his  seventh  and  eighth 
cousins  yesterday  at  the  Dayton  Library  museum.  The  two  are 
Gail  Ellen  Lincoln  of  Trotwood,  who  will  be  seven  tomorrow. 
President  Lincoln's  birthday,  arid  John  Burton  Lincoln  III .  of 
Dayton,  who  is  just  two,  (Story  on  Page  23) 


^.lii>>.WD\:\N^v\.\  OWvCX".  v^nViir-       Oiiice  cnair 


Portrait  of  Great  Emancipator  Made 
In  This  City  in  September,  1859. 

Every    era.    it    seems,    has    itei    The  chair  in  all  likelihood  was 
'  gangsters,  whether  they  were  known  j  made  by  Lincoln  himself,  although 
by  that  name  and  whether  they  1  this  is  not  certain.  As  it  stands  now 


committed  their  depredations  with 
mere  stones,  clumsy  catapults,  bow? 
^id-axraws--jDr_  modern  sat5 
fact  that  within  a  few  days  Lin- 
colns  birthday  will  be  celebrated 
again  calls  attention  to  the  excite- 
ment that  prevailed  in  Dayton  in 
the  60's,  due.  to  the  maurading  band 
led  by  John  Hunt  Morgan. 

In  the  Dayton  public  library  mu- 
seum, which  is  rich  in  Lincoln  re- 
membrances, there  is  carefully  pre- 
served one  of  the  circulars  that, 
I  posted  and  distributed  throughout 
j  the  city  at  the  time,  caused  wide- 
!  spread  terror,  only  relieved  when 
Morgan  was  captured  and  killed, 

Morgan  Avas  leader  of  a  company 
of  Confederate  soldiers  known  as 
Morgan's  raiders,  who,  crossing  the 
Ohio  in  1863  and  destroying  a 
number  of  towns  in  Indiana  and 
Ohio,  was  on  his  way  north  toward 
Dayton  when  a  safety  committee 
was  formed  here  and  a  proclama- 
tion issued  to  the  citizens.  Luckily 
the  raiders  did  not.  come  as  far 
north  as  Dayton,  being  driven  out 
of  Ohio,  and  at  Greenville,  Ky., 
Morgan  was  captured  and  while 
attempting  to  escape  was  shot  in 
November  of  1863. 

WARNING  GIVEN. 
The   proclamation   issued  when 
Morgan  was  almost  within  shooting 
distance  of  Dayton  read  as  follows: 
"To  arms,  to  ai-ms! 
"At  last  advices  the  enemy  was 
within  a  day's  march  of  this  city, 
marching  in  this  direction.  The 
danger  is  imminent    and    if  you 
would  save   your    property  £rom 
plunder,  your  homes  from  desecra- 
tion and  your  city  from  the  flames, 
you  have  no  time  to  lose. 

"Let  there  be  no  panic,  but  let 
every  able  bodied  citizen  promptly 
arm  and  be  ready  for  defense.  The 
march  of  the  enemy  through  Indi- 
ana shows  your  fate  if  you  are  too 
craven  to  defend  yourselves.  John- 
Morgan  does  not  seek  battle,  but 
plunder.  If  you  have  a  force  ready 
to  oppose  him  he  will  not  visit  you, 
but  if  not,  the  least  you  can  expect 
is  to  pay  a  heavy  tribute.  Are  you 
willing  to  be  disgraced?  Then 
rally  at  once. 

"The  community  has  arranged 
,  with  Colonel  King  to  organize  and 
take  command  of  our  forces.  A 
company  of  mounted  men  to  serve 
as  scouts  is  also  organizing.  Let 
such  as  have  a  horse  and  can  pro- 
cure a  suitable  weapon  report  to 
this  committee  immediately.  By 
order  of  military  committee. 

"D.  A.  Haynes,  Chairman." 
Two  Lincoln  momentos  proudly 
exhibited  in  the  museum  here  and 
placed  in  prominent  display  space 
by  Sigmund  Metzler,  educational 
director  of  the  museum,  are  most 
invaluable.  They  are  the  chair  used 
by  Lincoln  in  his  office  and  the  por- 
trait painted  by  Charles  W.  Nickum 
on  the  occasion  of  Lincoln's  visit  to 
Dayton  in  1859. 


it  has  rockers  on.  These  were  not 
on  it  originally.  The  late  A.  D.  Wilfr 
Tlje  [.presented  the  chair  to  the  museum 
and  with  it  an  explanatory  tetter' by 
J.  A.  Rhinberger,  from  Flora,  111., 
under  date  of  October  9,  1892,  to  Mr. 
Wilt  as  follows: 

"Your  letter  received  some  time 
ago  making  inquiry  about  the  chair 
I  gave  Esquire  McGannon  some  16 
years  ago  after  Lincoln  made  the 
canvas  with  Douglass.  I  got  the 
chair  in  '58  and  kept  it  until  I 
moved  from  here  to  Springfield  and 
then  I  gave  it  to  the  esquire  as  it 
was  too  he&vy  to  move.  If  there  are 
rockers  on  it  the  esquire  put  them 
on.  I  don't  know  whether  Mr.  Lin- 
coln made  the  chair  or  not  but  I 
think  he  did,  it  has  ben  so  long  ago 
I  forgot. 

"I  have  been  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Lincoln  since  in  1840  until  he  died. 
Mr.  Herendon,  Mr.  Lincoln's  part- 
ner, did  not  want  the  chair  in  the 
office  and  I  got  it  and  kept  it  until 
in  1880  when  I  moved  back  from 
Springfield  to  Flora  I  gave  it  to 
him." 

The  Nickum  portrait  is  of  more 
recent  acquisition,  being  presented 
to  the  city  June  22,  1928,  after  its 
purchase  from  the  Methodist  home 
in  Cincinnati  for  $1,000,  a  sum 
raised  by  noontide  clubs  through 
the  sale  of  1,000  lithographed  repro- 
ductions of  the  portrait. 

The  portrait  was.  pain  ted  by  Mr. 
Nickum  when  Lincoln  spoke  here 
September  17,  1859,  as  part  of  a 
speaking  tour  in  the  campaign  for 
governor  then  on  in  the  state 
Nickum  at  the  time  was  doing  char- 
acter sketches  and  paintings  in  Ed- 
mond's  studio  across  the  hall  from 
Cridland's  daguerreotype  gallery 
over  Edgar's  grocery  on  Main  street, 
PICTURE  TAKEN. 
The  late  Samuel  Craighead 
prominent  lawyer  of  the  time,  here 
accompanied  by  Lincoln,  went  to 
Criland's  to  have  his  picture  taken, 
photography  being  then  in  its  in- 
fancy, and  suddenly  thinking  of 
Nickum,  called  the  latter  to  him  to 
sketch  Mr.  Lincoln,  who  looked  like 
character  all  over. 

The  painting  was  finished  in  two 
sittings,  and  how  accurately  it  por 
trays  Lincoln  can  be  seen  by  the 
hundreds  of  local  residents  who 
have  a  copy,  if  they  will  compare 
it  with  the  portrait'  of  Lincoln  re- 
produced with  this  story.  This  lat- 
ter is  made  from  a  phott^rapn 
taken  the  following  year  in  New 
York  at  the  time  Lincoln  gave  his 
famous  Cooper  Union  speech.  Com- 
parison will  show  practically  the 
same  details  of  expression,  the 
same  twist  of  the  hair  and  the 
same  dress,  indicating  that ,  Mr. 
Nickum's  portrait  is  an  exception- 
ally accurate  one  and  one  that  will 
increase  highly  in  value  with  pass- 
ing years. 

Mrs.  Nickum,  widow  of  the  artist, 
died  in  1926  at  the  Methodist  Home 


for  the  Aged  in  Cincinnati,  leaving] 
the  portrait  to  that  institution  from 
which  it  was  purchased.  The  por- 
trait was  presented  here  through 
Senator  S.  D.  Fess  at  a  dinner 
meeting,  in  which  the  senator 
characterized  Lincoln  as  possessed 
of  a  "deathless  reputation,  the  chief 
glory  of  America." 

Lincoln's  signature  appears  on 
two  parchment  commissions  signed 
b52-j»«»-a.n^-Edwin  M.  Stanton,  sec- 
retary of  state,  held  in  the  library 
archives.  Both  are  for  the  com- 
mission of  V/illiam  Fletcher  as  first 
lieutenant  in  the  eleventh  regiment 
of  infantry.  The  first  was  signed 
on  Februai-y  25,  1862,  and  evidently 
hit  a  snag  somewhere,  as  the  same 
thing  is  again  signed  on  April  16, 
1862. 

TICKET  DISPLAYED. 

Prominent  in  the  Lincoln  display 
also  is  a  copy  of  the  presidential 
election    ticket    for  Montgomery 
county,  dated  November  8,  1864.  It 
is  styled  the  "Montgomery  County, 
Ohio,  Union   Presidential  Ticket," 
with  Abraham  Lincoln  for  president 
and  Andrew  Johnson  for  vice  pres- 
ident and  the  following  residents  as 
electors:  John  McConnell  and  John 
P.  Biehn,  at  large;  John  K.  Green, 
Stanley  Matthews,  Lewis  B.  Gmic- 
kel,  Stephen  Johnston,  "William  I. 
Walkei-.  Mills  Gardner,  Hem-y  W. 
Smith,  Ozias  Bowen,  Jacob  Scroggs, 
William  Sheffield,  George  A.  Walker, 
George  F.  Page,  James  R.  Stanbery, 
John  H.  McCombs,  Frederick  W.- 
Wood, Lorenzo  Danford,  John  Mc 
Cook,  Seth  Marshall,  and  Abnerl 
Kellogg.  1 
Nor  is  the  museum  without  a 
memento  of  the  last  sad  event  of 
Lincoln's  life,  when  a  shot  from  the 
pistol  of  John  Wilkes  Booth  laid 
him  low  in  the  box  of  Ford's  theater. 
A  black  bordered  bulletin,  issued  by 
The  Journal  on  the  occasion  of  his 
death,'  is  framed  and  on  exhibit  in 
the  museum.   It  is  headed:  "The 
President  Is  Dead!"  and  following 
the  date,  April  15,  1865,  bears  a  re- 
production of  this  telegram  from 
the  war  department  at  Washington: 
"To  Major  General  Dix. 
"Abraham  Lincoln  died  this  morn- 
ing at  22  minutes  after  seven  o'clock. 
"E.  M.  STANTON, 
"Secretary  of  War. 
It  is  a  matter  of  much  pride  to 
Daytonians  that  in  addition  to  the 
fine  Lincoln  exhibits  here,  one  of 
its  residents,  Lewis  G.  Reynolds,  is 
custodian  of  the  Lincoln  museum  in 
Washington,  located  in  the  home 
where  Lincoln  died,  directly  across 
the  street  from  Ford's  theater. 


HUGO  I>OGKMAXN 
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Fel3ru§.ry  14,  1957 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McLTurtPy 
c/o  Lincoln  N.L.  Museum, 
Port  V7ayne,  Indiana 


Dear  Dr.  McMurtrys 

The  Lincoln  Guit  article  in  the  ^^^^^f IZlr 
hringa  to  mind  that  I  have  long  wanted  to  authenticate  a  chair 
t^f  I  was  told  had  helonged  to  Ahraham  Lincoln  when  that  chair 
was  given  to  me  some  thirty  years  ago. 

For  some  months  I  had  offered  use  of  a  room  in  my  home  to  an 
IJderly  genUe^^n,  from  Springfield,  '^\\''\Z"Lllr^l 
effects  with  ie  when  he  returned  to  Springfield,-  and  several 
^rf  later,  he  returned  to  get  some  of  his  things;  ^owever,  in 
a^reciattoi  he  insisted  tl^t  I  accept  i^^^J'^.'^^t 
treasured  possession",  namely,  the  aforesaid  chair.    I  got  that 
fr^  Z  father,  who  got  it  from  the  minister  of  the  ohurc^^^e 
Lincoln  attended,-  that  minister  was  given  a  lot  of  Lincoln  s 
things  that  nohody  wanted  -  after  Lincoln  died  . 

Sov^ral  years  later  I  hecame  acquainted  with       eidery  lady  at 
Madi"n,'wisconsin,  an  officer  at  the  time  of  the  ^^-^-^  ^ 
quarian  Society,  who  showed  me  a  chair  that,  ^aid  she,  ^^^^^^^ 

that  from  Lincoln^s  minster  who  was  given  a  lot  °f  J;^^^^^^^^^ 
fhines  after  he  died".  Incidentally,  her  father  had  been  the  first 
things  fi^e^^®  ^  village),  Madison,  Wisconsin,-  and  I  w^s 

i^rorucertfhel'hPMrs;^^^^^^^  that  means  anything. 

in  1946  we  visited  the  Lincoln  tomh,  and  Mr.  my  J^^^^f 
interest  when  I  spoke  of  my  (Lincoln?)  chair,  ^^--^^^^f  f  ^ 
^ve  come  from  his  Springfield  law  office.  He  ^^Sf  ^^^J J^^^^ 
stnd  him  a  photograph,-  which  I  never  got  around  to  ^^^^'  ^l" 
cordinSy   am  taking  advantage  of  the  statement  made  in  the  S.E.P. 
?hlt^u  4iU  tell  anything  ahout  Lincoln  one  may  wish  to  know,- 

ru:,'::^:endi::'the^pe?ded  rough  l^ll^^J^Z\Tln2^ 
a  photo  made  -  and  prohahly  again  put  the  matter  off  indefinitely. 

Please  understands  this  is  no  attempt  to  negotiate  a  sale.  I  want 
fo Teep^hlt  c^ir,  especially  if.^it  did  at  oj^^f J^fJ^^^; 
r^^nr^'^r,     in  anv  Pvent .  I  cheri3h"in  memory  of  the  old  triena  -unaii 

Zll  La  rather  teautifally  proportioned,  my  rough  aketoh  P-^o^? 
To  the  «o^».ry  notwlthstandi.*.  tod  it's  In  daily  uee  in  my  office. 

*t  »&nto"  doinfj  ahove  the  illustrated  and 

Sy  the  way,  what's  the  word    auto    doing  ^do  ^ 
claimed  authentic  Lincoln  signature,  or,  is  that  out  parr,  o 

Ljj  yours. 


Cordial!? 


itorcli  15,  195T 


5353  Hbrth  laSm  Dri-ve 
minxQESd  17 f  Vlscoaasia 

Sear  ILr*  logeaaazi: 

I  lucro  your  letter  of  Felxruary  Ikth.  I  have  "been  yiaCble  to  msmr  it 
soatmr  dud  to  ths  fact  tMt  I  li&Te  ^t  returasd  to  lay  office  after  a 
Mrwn  VMil£  q?w3r1ns  torur. 

I  h&y  r»4a  ycrur  letter  irttli  a  great  dsal  of  interest  in  relation  to 
the  vblch,  you  bave  vbXdi  you  "beliew  was  oxwse  the  pro^rty  of 

AxrakEUBi  Llacoln* 

Bbv  in  otcr  foundation  ne  bftve  a  fil^  on  Lincoln  furniture  sod  one 
particular  fUe  regarding  Lincoln  dmirs*  I  liave  gone  tlirougli  tMs 
Hie  sad  have  atten^ted  to  find  a  chair  sijoilar  to  ths  on@  indicated 
l>y  your  draning*  I  have  "be^  unaS)le  to  find  one  li3s&  tha  one  that 
you  have  alsetched  for  m  to  see* 

With  -abuls  letter  I  am  enclosing  a  Lincoln  Lore  Bulletin  x^arding 
Lincolu  chairs.  Terhi^s  you  vill  fiad  it  of  interest. 

lou  -Monasred  ^bout  the  "word  "auto",  ^hat  you  MWt  in  the  Satoday 
Swilng  Post  iUuatandKiAii  vaa  part  of  a  sentence  nhidi  reads  as 
follows:  "you  have  nifOMted  ay  autograph  and  here  it  is.  Si^d 
A.  Lincoln". 

Tours  sinoerely^p 


Director 


HUGO  LOGE^yLAJSrisr. 

MIXWAXTKEE   ^ 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
c/o  Lincon  N.  L.  Museum 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Dear  Dr.  Mdilturtrys 


Thank  you,  for  year  reply  to  nxj  letter  concerning  ft 
certain  chair  of  prohahly  once  upon  a  time  Lincoln 
ovmership* 

A  Lincoln  Lore  Bulletin  regarding  Lincon  chairs  was 
mention  aa  heing  endoaed  with  your  anawer,-  hut  auch 
encloaure  wfta  not  found* 

Incidentally,  that  chair  waa  auppoaed  to  have  heen  in 
Lincoln's  law  office.-  and  I  ifecall  that  the  chap  who 
gave  it  to  me  said  there  were  two,-  hut  I  cannot  say 
that  he  meant  there  were  two  auch  chairs  aa  mine,  or, 
th»t  Lincoln  had  hut  two  chairs  in  his  office,-  one, 
no  douht  his  deak  chair,  assuming  that  there  were  hut 
two  in  all.  I  also  seem  to  rememher  that  I  was  told  the 
clerk  would  ait  in  this  chair  to  write  notea,  (or, 
waa  it  client a  who  sat  thus) at  any  rate  the  one- 
armed  effect  to  the  one  aide  is  not  level.  It  happens to 
he  at  a  very  convenient  angle  for  writing,  (or  reading, - 
I  keep  it  in  my  office  for  folka  to  ait  in  when  reading 
apecificationa) . 

The  chair  ia  undouhtedt/the  right  age,-  a  time  when  thing* 
were  well  made  and  hand-made.  All  part  a  are  doweled, - 
and  the  little  drawer  haa  dove-tailed  cornera.  There  are 
traces  of  another  pair  of  drawer  alidea  that  aupported  a 
somewhat  smaller  drawer  under  the  one-arm  feature.  I 
wish  I  could  add  more.  It  may,  perchance,  have  helongea 
to  the  minister  who  was  auppoaed  to  have  had  i*  fJ^o™  the 
heira,  and  thftt  aaid  miniater  never  really  got  it  from 
the  heira?  Ministers  are  know  to  write,-  and  he  may  have 
used  it  alongside  his  hook  ahelvee? 


Let* a  hear  from  you  again. 

Youra  aince/^ly* 


Siprtl  11,  1957 


Mr*  Hugo  LogeDBon 
5353  north  Lake  Drive 
Milwaukee »  VisconslD 

Dear  Mr*  LogeisaDnS 

X  have  your  letter  of  April  5  and  I  ao  sorry  to  leem  that  In  my  reply 
to  you  I  did  not  insert  the  Lincoln  Lore  bulletin  pertaining  to  Lincoln 
chairs.    Please  fine  bulletin  enclosed  vitb  this  letter. 

I  vas  glad  to  have  the  additional  inform tion  you  hove  tient  tse  re- 
garding your  chair* 

I  knotf  that  you  siust  get  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  out  of  the  ownership 
of  this  chair  which  probably  does  have  a  direct  connection  with  Abrahaa 
Lincoln* 

Yours  sincerely. 


RGMcMurtrysdh 


Director 
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Central  111.  museum  adds  chair  used  by  Lincoln 


Associated  Press 

8:49  AM  CST,  January  26,  2010 

DECATUR,  111. 

A  central  Illinois  museum  has  added  its  first  significant 
artifact  linked  to  Abraham  Lincoln. 

The  Macon  County  History  Museum  in  Decatur  on 
Monday  unveiled  a  spindle-back,  cane-seat  chair 
Lincoln  used  in  his  Springfield  law  office. 

Local  residents  Carolynn  and  Eric  DeVore  donated  the 
chair.  They  say  it's  been  in  their  family  since  Lincoln 
gave  it  to  an  ancestor  in  1861. 

Eric  DeVore  says  Lincoln  gave  eight  chairs  and  a 
couch  to  his  great-great  grandfather.  DeVore  believes 
his  great-great  grandfather  worked  as  a  custodian  in 
Lincoln's  office. 


Chairs  that 
are  good 
for  any 
environiTK 
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DeVore  says  the  family  still  has  one  of  the  chairs.  The  couch  was  donated  to  the  Lincoln  Home  in 
Springfield  in  the  1950s. 
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